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Dear Jack  
 
I am writing in reply to your letter dated 3

rd
 of July.  

 
I agree that our armed forces deserve to be celebrated and supported, which is why I was proud to 
attend the flag raising ceremony we held at City Hall on 25

th
 of June, the start of Armed Forces Week. 

The event was hosted by the Lord Mayor, supported by representatives of Bristol Cathedral, and was 
also attended by Bristol’s Lord Lieutenant. The parade inspection was followed by a reception with 
representatives of regimental associations in the Lord Mayor’s chambers. 
 
This was a fitting civic occasion in Bristol to show support for those who have served, and who 
continue to serve our country. I was proud to be a part of it and represent the City I was elected by, 
standing with the city’s civic and armed forces community leaders. I don’t believe you attended this 
event but I will make sure you are invited by the Lord Mayor’s office next year. 
 
Although you are not a Bristol MP, I am pleased to see you take an active interest in Bristol politics. I 
would like to use the opportunity to ask you to make representations to your government on the 
reduction of funding for services in Bristol and for local authorities across the country. As I am sure you 
know, increasing numbers of people are requiring social care, costs are increasing but government 
funding has substantially reduced. In Bristol’s case this means finding £108m of savings over the next 
5 years.   
 
I would be grateful if you could update me on what you can do to support Bristol city region in getting 
fair and adequate funding from your government.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Marvin Rees 
Mayor of Bristol  
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